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Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant hereby submits an 
Information Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 

I. LIST OF PATENTS. PUBLICATIONS. AND OTHER INFORMATION 

The patents, publications and other information requested to be considered by 
the Office (except unpublished U.S. patent applications) are listed on Form 1449 
attached hereto. 

II. COPIES 

A. Submitted herewith is a legible copy of (i) each U.S. patent application 

publication and U.S. and foreign patent; (ii) each publication or that portion which 
caused it to be listed; (iii) for each cross-referenced pending U.S. application 
listed below in Section IV, the application specification including the claims, and 
any drawing of the application which caused it to be listed including the claims 
directed to that portion; and (iv) all other information or that portion which caused 
it to be listed. 

B. Any patents, publications or other information which are listed on Form 

1449 or on the copies of PTO-892, but which are not enclosed herewith, were 
previously cited by or submitted to the PTO in one of the following applications 
which has been relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120: 




Filing Date: 
Applicant: 
Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 
Title: 

Attorney Docket: 



U.S. Serial Number U.S. Filing Date 

C. X Because the present application was being filed after June 30, 2003, no 
copies of the U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications which are listed 
on the attached Form 1449 are enclosed pursuant to the waiver of 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(a)(2)(i). Any foreign patent documents or non-patent literature listed on 
the attached Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 

D. This is a PCT application in the entry of the National Phase in the United 

States. A copy of the International Search Report is attached for the Examiner's 
information. The documents listed on the International Search Report are listed 
on the attached Form-1449 for consideration by the Examiner and for listing on 
any patent resulting from this application. If the International Search Report was 
from the US, EPO, or JPO search authorities, copies of these references should 
have been supplied to the USPTO under the trilateral agreement and are 
believed to be in the file of the above-identified application. (MPEP 1893.03(g)) 

III. CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE (check at least one box) 

A. X Except as may be indicated below in (B), all of the patents, publications 
or other information are in the English language (concise explanation not 
required). 

B. X A concise explanation of the relevance of each patent, publication or 
other information listed that is not in the English language is as follows (see 37 

C. F.R. § 1.98(a)(3)): 

1. See the attached foreign patent office communication from a 

counterpart foreign application. 

2. English translations are provided. 

3. X Other: 

DE4136895C1: 

Appears to disclose a vehicle having a convertible roof and a tonneau cover that 
opens to allow extension and retraction of the convertible roof. 

DE 19514022C1: 

Appears to disclose a cable driven hardtop convertible roof system for an 
automotive vehicle. 

DE 3733892: 

A passenger car roof comprises a front roof part (2), a main roof part (3) and a 
rear window part (4). The rear roof pillar (5, 6) is divided in such a manner that 
one piece (5) remains on the main roof part and one piece (6) remains on the 
rear window part (4). The passenger car roof may be placed into the boot (9) by 
first of all sliding the front roof part (2) onto the main roof part (3), after which the 
rear window part (4) is moved with the main roof part (3) into a rear position by 
being swiveled rearwards. In this position the main roof part (3) and the rear 
window part (4) are lowered in such a manner that the rear window part (4) 



Serial No. 10/807,533 



Page 2 



comes to lie on the main roof part (3) with the front roof part lying between the 
two parts (4, 3). When the boot lid is open, swiveling the retracted parts (2, 3, 4) 
upwards gives improved the access to the boot when the passenger car roof (1) 
is retracted. Three-section grooved plates are provided on both sides of the 
interior of the boot to guide the parts (2, 3, 4). 



DE 3743502: 

A cabriolet (convertible) has a folding-top compartment cover (4) which is 
coupled via two mountings (7) to a partition wall (6) which delimits the boot (2). 
The mounting (7) essentially comprises a toothed segment (10) and a gear (13) 
which moves in rolling contact on the latter via a guide lever (12) and on which, 
offset by an eccentricity (e), there is mounted pivotably a hinge part (14) which is 
attached to the folding-top compartment cover (4). This hinge part has an end 
portion (14*) on which an intermediate link (17). engages, which link, for its part, is 
mounted pivotably on a mounting pin (11). Because of the mounting (7), as the 
rear edge (4') of the folding-top compartment cover (4) is being moved from its 
closed position (a) into its extreme open position (b), it is initially moved obliquely 
upwards and forwards (path g') and then rearwards via an approximately circular 
arc-shaped path (h). 

JP 1-111525: 

PURPOSE: To reduce □ raveling resistance by enabling a roof panel and back window 
to be moved forward and backward and a concealed cover to be pivoted by an 
automatic operation and covering the roof panel and back window received in a car 
body with the concealed cover. 

CONSTITUTION: When a roof panel 1 and back window 2 constituting an opening and 
closing roof are in the normally attached position and said roof received in a car body is 
opened, a concealed cover 3 is first pivoted about a fulcrum 4 by the power of a drive 
device 37 to stand up. Next, the back window 2 is pivoted about a fulcrum 6 by the 
operation of a drive device 19 and the roof panel 1 is folded about a fulcrum 7 relative to 
the back window 2 following the pivoting of back window to be moved rearward. The 
inner surface of back window is directed upward by said movement of roof panel 1 and 
the opening and closing roof is received in a space 5 with the roof panel 1 being 
mounted on the inner surface. Then, the cover 3 is returned to the original position. 

JP 61-247515: 

PURPOSE: To improve the external appearance and functioning of a car body so 
better, by installing an interlocking mechanism which holds a cover member covering a 
housing part at a closing position when a tiltable pillar situated in both rising and 
housing positions and, when this tiltable pillar moves between these positions, makes 
this cover member operate for opening. 

CONSTITUTION: An open-top type automobile is provided with a housing part 1 and a 
trunk room 2 at the rear of its body, and a rear part of a tiltable pillar 3 rising from a front 
part of the housing part 1 is covered with a rear cover member 4, while a rear part of the 
housing part 1 is covered with an on-off type cover member 6. In this case, a pinion 14 
is rotated by a motor 15 via a transmission shaft 16, and furthermore a sector 13 to be 
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engaged with this pinion 14 is rotated around a pin 9. And, with rotation of the sector 13, 
for example, toward a downward direction, the tiltable pillar 3 unitized with this sector is 
rotated rearward. Likewise, with rotation of this sector 13, the cover part 6 is 
interlockingly rotated upward around a pin 12 via link mechanisms 17-19. 



C. X The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's 
consideration. 

Rear strut tower bars: 

Applicant is aware of the use of rear strut tower bars that tie the two rear struts 
together, increasing the overall chassis stiffness. It is believed such rear strut 
tower bars were in use prior to March, 2004. The rear strut tower bars, however, 
appear to be designed to be substantially fixedly attached to the rear strut 
towers. The article "Stunt Bars & Anti-Sway Bars," submitted herewith with the 
Form 1449, is believed to be indicative of such rear strut tower bars. 

IV. CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION(S) 

A. X The Examiner is advised that the following co-pending application(s) 
contain(s) subject matter that may be related to the present application. By 
bringing this(these) application (s) to the Examiner's attention, Applicant(s) 
does(do) not waive the confidentiality provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 122. 

Serial No. Filing Date Art UnitU Attv. Docket No. 
10/361,163 02/06/2003 3612 5362-000473 
10/359,949 02/06/2003 3612 5362-000475 

V. THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 

A. X 37C.F.R. S 1.97(b): (check only one box) 

1 . within three months of the filing date of a national application other 

than a continued prosecution application under § 1.53(d) (37 C.F.R. § 
1 .97(b)(1 )). No fee or certification is required. 

2. within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as 

set forth in §1.491 in an international application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(2)). 
No fee or certification is required. 

3. X before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or certification is required. In the event that a first 
Office Action on the merits has been issued, please consider this IDS 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and see the certification under 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .97(e) below; or, if no certification has been made, charge our deposit 
account a fee in the amount of $180.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 
1.17(p). 
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4. before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a 

request for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. No fee or 
certification is required. 

B. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c): (check on]y_ one box) 

before the mailing date of either any Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .1 13, a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .31 1 , or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution. 

1. No certification; therefore, a fee in the amount of $180.00 is 

required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

2. See the certification below. No fee is required. 

C. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d): 

after the mailing date of either a Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.113 or a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .31 1 , yet on or before 
payment of the issue fee. 

1. See the certification below. A fee in the amount of $180.00 is 

required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 



VI. CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e): (check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby certifies that: 

A. each item of information contained in this IDS was first cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS (See 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(e)(1)). See further statement under 37 C.F. R. 1 .704(d) below in section VII. 
if applicable : or 

B. no item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, 
and, to the knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no 
item of information contained in this IDS was known to any individual designated 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS (See 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2)). 

C. Some of the items of information were first cited in a communication from 

a foreign patent office. As to this information, the undersigned hereby certifies 
that each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this IDS. As to the remaining information, the 
undersigned hereby certifies that no item of this remaining information contained 
in this IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
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counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this IDS was 
known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this IDS. 



VII. STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1 .704(d) 
The undersigned hereby states that: 

each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication 

from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and this 
communication was not received by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of this IDS. 

VIII. PAYMENT OF FEES (check only one box) 

A. A check in the amount of $180.00 is enclosed for the above-identified 

fee. 

B. Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0275 in the amount of $180.00 for 

the above-indicated fee. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 

The above references are being cited only in the interest of candor and without 
any admission that they constitute statutory prior art, contain matter which anticipates 
the invention, or which would render the same obvious, either singly or in combination, 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art. Furthermore, this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made. 

If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO is 
requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule (with a petition if necessary) and 
charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 50-0275. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.16 or § 1 .17 to Deposit Account No. 50-0275. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: kp^/zooi 

Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 

(248)641-1600 

JHU/ps 



By: 




Jeffrey H. Urian, Reg. No. 46,232 
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1%ftiykH«$£l449 (Based on Form PTO-1449) 

rAlbNI AIMU 1 nAUtlViAnlv wrrll/t 

Information Disclosure Citation 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


attorney Docket No. 


Serial No. 


5362-000485 


10/807,533 


Applicant 


Christopher Dilluvio 


Sheet 1 of 6 


Filing Date 


Group 


March 23, 2004 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ref. 
Desig. 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class/ 
Subclass 


(If appropriate) 
Filing Date 


1. 




2002/0105205 


08/08/2002 


Willard 






2. 




2002/0093218 


07/18/2002 


Weissmueller et al. 






3. 




2003/0071479 A1 


04/2003 


Schaller et al. 






4. 




2004/0051341 A1 


03/18/2004 


Willard 






5. 




2001/0048231 


12/06/2001 


Ellermann et al. 






6. 




2001/0042991 


11/22/2001 


Schuler et al. 






7. 




2002/0041109 


04/11/2002 


Wagner et al. 






8. 




2001/0040386 


11/15/2001 


Miklosi et al. 






9. 




2002/0036413 


03/28/2002 


Neubrand et al. 






10. 




2002/0024231 


02/28/2002 


Schutt 






11. 




2001/0020793 


09/13/2001 


Eberle 






12. 




2003/0020300 A1 


01/30/2003 


Zipperle, Siegfried 






13. 




2001/0019213 


09/06/2001 


Eberle 






14. 




2002/0014782 


02/07/2002 


Neubrand 






15. 




2002/0011739 


01/31/2002 


Nicastri 






16. 




2001/0005089 


06/28/2001 


Neubrand 






17. 




2001/0005086 


06/28/2001 


Neubrand 






18. 




2001/0004156 


06/21/2001 


Neubrand et al. 






19. 




1,774,199 


08/26/1930 


D. B. Good 






20. 




1,933,623 


11/07/1933 


L. Gordon 






21. 




1,990,848 


02/12/1935 


A. C. Velo 







Examiner: Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: Please initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Patent and Trademark Office 
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Information Disclosure Citation 
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Filing Date 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ref. 
Desig. 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class/ 
Subclass 


(If appropriate) 
Filing Date 


22. 




2,181,869 


12/05/1939 


Carr 






23. 




2,234,040 


03/04/1941 


Carr 






24. 




2,303,789 


12/01/1942 


Carr 






25. 




2,747,928 


05/29/1956 


Olivier et al. 






26. 




2,800,361 


07/23/1957 


J. E. Kabacka 






27. 




2,845,299 


07/29/1958 


Pickering 






28. 




3,053,567 


09/11/1962 


Geiger 






29. 




3,211,494 


10/12/1965 


W. L. Husko 






30. 




3,304,117 


02/14/1967 


G. C. Harris et al. 






31. 




3,338,624 


08/29/1967 


Champion 






32. 




3,377,099 


04/09/1968 


Podolan 






33. 




3,525,687 


08/25/1970 


P. M. Ross et al. 






34. 




3,575,464 


04/20/1971 


Himka et al. 






35. 




4,634,171 


01/06/1987 


McKeag 






36. 




4,687,247 


08/18/1987 


Muscat 






37. 




4,776,626 


10/11/1988 


Seyler 






38. 




4,828,317 


05/09/1989 


Muscat, Peter P. 






39. 




4,966,403 


10/30/1990 


Nordstrom 






40. 




4,973,097 


11/27/1990 


Hosan et al. 






41. 




5,033,789 


07/23/1991 


Hayashi et al. 
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42. 




5,090,764 


02/25/1992 


Kogawa et al. 






43. 




5,301,987 


04/12/1994 


Tokarz, Stephen P. 






44. 




5,533,777 


07/09/1996 


Kleemann et al. 






45. 




5,542,735 


08/06/1996 


Furst et al. 






46. 




5,551,743 


09/03/1996 


Klein et al. 






47. 




5,558,389 


09/24/1996 


Rothe et al. 






48. 




5,593,202 


01/14/1997 


Corder et al. 






49. 




5,624,149 


04/29/1997 


Tokarz, Stephen P. 






50. 




5,678,881 


10/21/1997 


Tokarz, Stephen P. 






51. 




5,743,587 


04/28/1998 


Alexander et al. 






52. 




5,746,470 


05/05/1998 


Seel et al. 






53. 




5,758,923 


06/02/1998 


Kolb 






54. 




5,772,275 


06/30/1998 


Tokarz, Stephen P. 






55. 




5,810,422 


09/22/1998 


Corder et al. 






56. 




5,823,606 


10/20/1998 


Schenk et al. 






57. 




5,904,395 


05/18/1999 


Wedin 






58. 




5,921,608 


07/13/1999 


Schmitt et al. 






59. 




5,944,378 


08/31/1999 


Mather et al. 






60. 




5,967,590 


10/19/1999 


Beierl et al. 






61. 




5,967,593 


10/19/1999 


Schuler et al. 
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Patent and Trademark Office 
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Christopher Dilluvio 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ref. 
Desig. 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class/ 
Subclass 


(If appropriate) 
Filing Date 


62. 




5,975,619 


11/02/1999 


Dettling etal. 






63. 




6,010,178 


01/04/2000 


Hahn et al. 






64. 




6,019,417 


02/01/2000 


Haberl 






65. 




6,030,023 


02/29/2000 


Guillez 






66. 




6,039,382 


03/21/2000 


Mather et al. 






67. 




6,048,021 


04/11/2000 


Sautter, Jr. 






68. 




6,053,559 


04/25/2000 


Heberl et al. 






69. 




6,053,560 


04/25/2000 


Rothe 






70. 




6,062,628 


05/16/2000 


Guillez 






71. 




6,070,929 


06/06/2000 


Barkley 






72. 




6,092,335 


07/25/2000 


Queveau et al. 






73. 




6,142,555 


11/07/2000 


Huber 






74. 




6,145,909 


11/14/2000 


Staley et al. 






75. 




6,145,915 


11/14/2000 


Queveau et al. 






76. 




6,164,713 


12/26/2000 


Graf et al. 






77. 




6,168,224 


01/02/2001 


Henn et al. 






78. 




6,186,577 
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